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Generational Differences in Regional Migration Experiences 
among Fukui City High School Female Graduates
Yoshimi　NISHINO
　Using quantitative and qualitative research conducted over 50 years on Fukui City high school 
graduates, this paper describes several points on how women in Fukui City experienced rising 
college enrollment rates. First, regional migration undertaken by female graduates is more 
complex than that of male graduates. It cannot be explained only by changes in college 
enrollment or job seeking. Second, marriage is a significant factor behind the relocation of  female 
graduates, giving rise to different experiences from male graduates; this is one reason why female 
mobility cannot be entirely explained by education and job seeking factors. Third, interviewees 
commented differently on gender discrepancies with regard to education depending on their 
generation. Compared to the first cohort, who lived during the time when women were expected 
to plan their lives giving priority to marriage and family, the second cohort tended to speak of 
their life plans and migration in terms of their own initiative, relatively independent of marriage. 
The third cohort tended to insist that there were no gender discrepancies concerning their 
education and/or career-path. It is true that female migration of this cohort is more likely 
explained by education and job seeking, more similarly to their male counterparts, yet they are 
not free to relocate as they wish. For example, opportunities to relocate to other areas are limited 
to certain times of life. This paper can be summarized as a case study illustrating how increased 
opportunities for female college enrollment impacted the generations in different ways, and also 
examines whether or not the impact of such opportunities could be interpreted similarly to male 
college enrollment, depending on the generation.
